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topmer oity of New York on January 1, 1888,
with few exceptions, exhausted or &x-
As a result
its
That

Y,
copdad their borrowling capacity.
{he deb: of the cjty was daoubled,
assets were Incereassd dnly one-fourth.

while
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T T = S e = VI many additional laws compelléd the consolidated city to begin busl
i i = b are necessary to perfeet mess without capital that could be utilized
et the scheme of government because of canstitutional 1imitations on the
X for the eonsolidated elty amount ‘of money that could he borrawed,
n £ New York, but certain This dondition of aflairs compelled a practical
L ) constitiationsl chapges in cessation of public improvements until vali-
' TO M :. |1 “he fipanclal sy stem atlons jnceréased. Some relief has beep afford-
o should be obiained with ed by the constitutiongl aniendment, approved
5 NE‘W 4 15 little delay a9 possible at thelast election, whith separates the debts
5 siies el Lew proper development of the of the coutities from that of the clty, Addi-
miunicipality may not he rotarded. A tional rellel s necessary, howaver, if the
Y Ialﬁ; : cily cdnnit stand still. It must 20 forward great clty of New York Is to fulfil ils mani-
O } or backwards and laws that chgck or retard fest destiny and continue a rich, progresgsive
progiess should be changed., The credit of and Independent minicipality, the highest
?' the oty = so high that it may he consldered 1deal of true demoeracy. Theraefore ample
4 TPE MOST a5 unlimited so long #s honest government power to make progress safely and surely
ohtaits, Dut that credit is merely 8 matier of along the lines of 2 broad amd liberal devel-
P loeal pride or sentiment if It Is rendered use- opment of natural
ERFECT lass for practleal purposes. " . e resoure¢es is the only
'he constitutional restrictlons upon the bor- Amena IRe leglslation essentia
CIT rowing capacity of the eity should be 5o mol- Constitation. to the complele suc-
I iffed that the debts existing and to be fn- cess of consplidation.
cutred in future could be arranged upon a In a private business an investment that
business hasis, yiélde a profitable revenue is mever classified
" The municipalities that were added to the 45 & debt. Phe same sysiem should apply to

the 'biis ness affairs of & elty.

Tha water works owned by New York yield

enficient returit o pay interest on thely oost |

and 1o ereate s sinking fond that w.il retive

the honds as they fall due, The system is
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itherafore a profitable investment and not a

liabilily. The same is true of the dock prop-
erty owned by the city. Many of the piers
roturn enough révanue (o pay interest on

their cost and to c¢reale a ginking fund that
wlll retire the bonds In less than tweniy years
from date of Issue. The average  interest
charge on dock bonds ls three and one-gquar-

cent, whlle the modern plers pay to
ithe eity more than seven per cent on their
There Is no sound busineze reazon why
guch profitable  investments should be car-
ried upon the books of ¢ity as debt and &
charge agalnet the credit of the mun elipality.
With a change in titutional
tivss updn the city debt limit the Investnient
in piers -eotiid be extended with profit until
the fines! syaiem of whHarves amd the graatast

ter per

cost,

the

tha ¢or restrie-

faclitiss for shipping of any port in the worid
were provided. Tals would greatly benefit
the sommercial interests of New York, and

the Investment would be so =afe and profita-
bla that the city would In thirly years or a
little more own the entire water Tront
improvements, a property thal would then
yield an enarmous revenue. 5

The same plan of Anance, if
slallon can be obtained, may be safely ap-
plied to the construction of a complete sye-
temi’ of rapld transit which shoull inciwle

and
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subways for commercial purposes. The laws ernment {hat the prople of the clty, ha\dns
that régulate the finaneldl affairs of the dily certaln gensral property rights cenveyed to
should recognize the fect that an obligation them by the creation of the municipality,
of which nglther pronelpal nor litersst 1= to should retain them and should have tlie power
be paid findlly from the proce of taxation to develop them without yielding any part o
is' mot properly a private caplial or interests, |

o AR it charge against the De Tocqueville, writing fifty yvears ago an in-
DUSMess cVietods credit or borrowing troduction to his great worlk on “Democracy
Needed capacity of the cor- in Amerlen,” asked: “Can it be believed thal
poration. Water the democracy, which has overthrown ths

front improvements, water works
transit are invesiments of
municipality whare

and raplid
the funds of the

the properiy creaisd is

pledgad to return principal and {nterest, and
therefore the Initial oullay s not & charge
upon tha general vevenue of the city and

slipuld not be classe(] as a debt.

This view of the financial sy¥stem muat in
the end prevail, no matier how much opposi-
tion it mawy arouse among ultra-eonssrvative
gtudents of munlcipal affalrs, because ths
greal clty of New York cannot be long con-
fined within narrow limits of progress and de-
velopment. The corporation has the moral
right and thes material power to retain and
develop for the genpral good the franchises
and properties that are the heritage of the
peqgple; and the legal right must sooner or
‘a.t--“ be granted by the people of the Stafe,
It is eésscntially a part of our system of

ZUV-

adversaries so weak

time,
tions of capitai seek {p obtain interesta that
are tha property of the clty and should re-
malin for ever free of private control., Acity
that is: a trivmph
not afford o Tetrn
1o matter how trifl

feudal system .-;ml vanguished Kings, will 7o+

treat before tradesmen -and capitalists? Vil

it stop now that It is grown so sirong and {1=

0

espacially applicable to
in New Yok at this
interests and ‘aggreRd-

These guestions are
municipal eonditions

Great

privats

of applied demorracy cal-
cal one step. A concesSion,
ing, in the matter of own-
erghip and control of water supply, or any

other franchlss for a public right and neces-

sity, would be a serious step baclkward.
Therefore the coity must reiafn all that it
nwne, and shonld have the legal right to de-

veiop all profitalle Investments without need-

;g restyaint. In a word, the full power to
meke pragrese is the only legislation of wital
tmportance that Is required by the city of
New York.

oW we dniprove the
religicusa L,uucgtll:mq
New York anrl other
great eities?

This is Indeed a broad
gublect and covers much
ground.

Being a strong friend

A oA of the churches, and rep-
ntng & movement (the Volunteers ot
ried) that s an auxiliary to the churches,

I not speak plainiy wlt,hom t‘ha.rxrz of
;_'-i Aatnt ér severtty? |
| T shall asgume that it is an undisputed and
la therefore vevogblzed fact that thie great

, anass af people not only db mot attend churah,

but lave .l ttle regard for a Christian sanc-
itnary. . Even supposing the people of New
P‘ork Clity 15 be whally veligiously inclined, it
[will ba at once conveded that & church ac-

commuodation of five hundred thougand (500,-

anpt '« gar inadequate for a residential popula-

cdan

of

© Wew Dork's iReligious

tion of nearly three millions (3,000,000), 1ahall
also assume thit a largs portitn of the people

of this clly: gnd oeher cities ars ignopant of
{he jrinciples of

Chrigtianity, many

Lourage in of them not s much

as coming into toueh
with Christian influ-
enees or asadclatlons, Such being the. case,
the guestion naturally arises: “What is the
hest method of imiproving the rellglous condi-
tions ol the people?!’

1. ¥lret and forempst, leb us régolve that
wo will fet n higher preminm upon the pres-
ence and work of Christianity., Al clvilized
nationg will un te in ncknowledging the supe-
riority of Christinn principles In purifyins
gaclety, inculcating meorallly; creating right-
eonlis laws and broaglng in its-train te Lhe peo-
ple-dignity, honor and virtue. it crushes the
Jieal Tof tyraying; il Lreaks  the shackies of
slavery; it opens the ballot box to all mzh

ifc. &t 2

afid teaches the doctrine of brotherhood, that
we arve our “brothsr's Keeper.”

Go whsrs wion will i1 the mareh of Chuis-
tianity, and you find that slmultanecusly with
the sword of Justice hids tome the toreh of
freedorm, and whether it hag been & Tyre or a
Sidon, a Sedom or & Gomorrah, a Babylon
or o Porpeil, with the decay of the worshlp
of and veverence for God has come the down-
r4l] of its dastiny and power.

Then whence th = morbld fear to spealk of
rellgion on the exchange, behind the countet,
in the fagtory or in the esmpany of the un-
No wendér the world thinks lght of
villglon! The guestion is asked: “Why do not
the people accept religion?” The workl will
attach a higher valus [o Christian Ly Just =0
oo, and not a whit sooner, than it skzs pro-
fesecd  Christlans advoeate and defend Iis
prineiples. Where the cynical, seeptioal
worldling finds the representatives of Chris-
tignily, whether it be on & justice's bench, In

odiy?
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& merghant's store or among the gathering
throng, true to' theil faith and prineiples, he
comes to respect it: but where he finds it a
Sabbath day garb, worn bt in thie sanctuary,
he learns to'discard and despise it. Do any
affirm, “Tts place is in the ghurch,” T say un-
hesitat rigly there i= no place where Christi-
should mot go. © Il apill be dwevoraliy
fupnd that that plice
o tstitation to which
1 e prinsiptes
l"h'rim‘!a.uiw' e for-
is -terong!  Let
us then dree oupf young men . and young
women te hépome stronhk, herolo and stead-
fast) In ;11{3*¢¢‘t1ng &nd  advodailng OChrla-
tianity owl i the world as well as in the
chisired. 3 -y h

11. InGod’s name and that of our negiected
tellfv eitizens, stop taking the ehurel from
the vicldlty of the pobr-and working people,
The tendency of the twontleth eontury ¢ty

anity
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is to remova the church to the more refined
and aristoeraiic sections, leaving the dark
needier - nelghborhoods fo neglect and want.
Is not this reversing the prinelples ambpdied
in the teaching of Our Lord, and taking lght
from darkness, thie salt from where Iis savor
Is mast needed, and the good Samar.tans from
those f2llen among thleves?

It =urely cannot be arguaed thatl earnest, ag-
gressive church: effort wont be appreclated
by ‘the average poor and. wage-earner. Why,
the faet that over one milipn nine hundrod
and sixty thousand persons have Lzén at-
tracted inside of our simpie Volunteer hails

during the past year alone In our large clties
e proof of thele read ness 1o visitre warm,
zbalons and gympathetic servies,

I hstituts sonfe organlzed and, consscu-
tive uge of the latent tplent in the Christian
churches. .

With others 1 Tamond the zreat waste of the
talents and gifts which are Goil-gly and

a2,

which should Le man-glven, but which ars
unrecognizad and {n many instances undls=
coveradiin our churches throughout the lands
Why nat press this superb and
neeted o the service of! the
chiurches?
IV, The incerporation of a purer and maora
vital gospel inty our addresses and sermons.
Prencl) the story of redemption: in the pul-

should we

lent Anto active

plt. ¥t B the most fascingting, alleviating)
and conviaelhe of all stories, U $x an ol
truth, with cinstant]ly new and pupgents
power.  Nodoctrine s0 wing met as (hat of
Calvary. No'lgospel

o ’ « S0 comivels wnd

(T2 L cheers, whether {rom

. the pulplt, the plats
Lalpel form, at the hearth-

stone oy fhe bedelde, as this theme of the
crogss, L the strings of w harp, L rests 1'.!10‘

tendel music, and yvel ke the
hugle its clear, ringing blasts stic the flags
ging columns sgain Lo battle. Let it come
ond, distinet, strong, “Christ, our Lord
died as aovifios and lives as a saviour o
the musses.” HBALLINGTON BOOTH, |
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'”_“‘-'\(I one who has ot thor-
oughly studied the subs
ject ecan appreciate the
importance of public im-
provements on the well-
being of the eity at large.
This subject bears on the
comfort of the individual,
whether he be a laborer
more clogely than anything

. onicire,
spied with the progress or develop-

) the city. Manifestly the most impor-
- rovement is bound up in the question
e -apiu trams.t. To make intercommunlca-
1  between {lie upper and lower parts of

the eity more rapid contains the essence of
- development of the Greater New York. Tor
twenty years the development of the upper
part of the city has been retarded by the ab-
gence of adeqtiate rapid transit. The bullding
of the tunnel road will mean not alone that
the people who live in the upper part of the
cit, may get to thelr homes more quickly, but
ft will mean a more equable dstribution of
£, » burden of taxation. 'This will be made
apparent to any one who studies the increase

T fimprove Our [Public

1n redl szlate valuation brought about by the
construcilon of the elevated rajlroad. In fif-
teen years this enterprise hias added to the
tuxable value of real estate over $200,000,000,
if this ean be done by such a totally Ihade-
quate nrovision for transit as is provided by
the elevated railroads, think what the result
must be if we could have real rapid transit
to the city line—such rapid transit as an un-
derground system would provide,

As matters stand to-day, more than ones
half of the available ares of the clty is not
bullt upon, This Is due largely to the fact
that the people cannot get at this area with
euflicient Tapidity, No malter how muoch
money may be required for constiugting the
proposed ungerground system, w thin reason,
of course, sueh expenditure would maore than
pay for itself by increasing the valuation of
veal estate, whidh forins the basiw of tax re-
turns., There is no danger that the city, in
lending 1ts cradlt to the uhderground pripo-
sition, would violate the provision of the Con-
stitution regarding the debt Mmit, There
would cofns almogt Immediately such an in-
erease in the land values as would not alone

Otk a2

compensate for the expenditure neceskary for
construction, but would leave a very large
margin besides. It is my belief that the in
erease In the valie of the lands that lie along
the porks acquired
by the elty in the
upper pant of New
York would albne
furnish an adeguate
return on the investment for rapid transit,
Nothing is neaded to develop theea lande ex-
cepl means of communication that would
carry the people out there o a decently short
{ime.

1t was jn 1889 that tbﬁ city sedu
park arcas. They cost $9,000,000,
sante property: s worth over $100,000,000, leav-
ihg & profit of $00,000,000 fu jnlrinsic vali=
posldes the groat profit to the healih and
eomlort of the peapls, wiiich cannot be meas-
ured in dollara

T am speaking now of Broux Park, Van
Cortlandt Pails, Pelham Bay Park, St. Mary's
Park, which liss =ast of St. Ann's avenus,
Ce % and Olaremont Park.

Camparatively few people 1 the luwer part

A Paying

invesiment.
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of the city Bave any idea ¢f the tremendons
improvements that have bean cerrled on in
the northern sa2ction, nor have they any idia
of tha general rdvantages that have been
reaped from thess improvements by inecreas
Ing land values, thus producing 4 conssquent
gourge of 7dditional ‘axatien. 1t must be ou-
policy to continue these Improvements; not
to be frightened by the apparant present cosl,
bur to consder future resulls. One of the
great improvements now unders way, and on2
that will do as much as anything else to haia
all ¢lasses of cltizens, Is the bullding or tha
viaduet comnnecting Roverside Irive with the
Boulevard Lafaye:le and Dykeman sivest anl
the Speedway, crossing Manhattan Valley at
Hundred and Twenty-fifth street,
giving us a complele system’ of drives from
Central Park neariy to the cily line.

In the line of prepar.ng New York for its
manifest destiny as the greatest clty in the
civilized world perliaps the most important
fmprovemant iz the construction of a series
At bridges spanning the Hudszon and the
Havlem.

It is not sufficlent that we shonld connect

Oin anid

Manhatian
wa

Manhattan auyd ihe Bronx and
and Brooklyn wth additional bridges;
should go further and arrange for the build-
ing of a bridge that wonuld bonnect Quiens
and the Bronx. Such a bridge would trans-
form hundreds of acres now used as farm
lands Inte bullding lots. " 1t is absurd (6 maks
travellers from Queens {o the Bronx, or from
the Bronx to Queens, make the long clreuif
by way of Manhattan Island, They should

have easy meaans of intercommunication.
A bridzge could be built,
Po'nt

in the vic'nlty
Flushing. on the.lLong
I=land side, to
posite shors, with an

say
of College or
the op-
abutment

resting. on

of Islands

one tije
fhat dot the Sound—
stich a5 Noith Brother Island, Clty Island or
Riket's Teland,

In 1874 and 1874 the Street Cleaning Depart-
ment ereated sixty acres of new land
Rikers Island by filling in with street swaepn-
ings., This area could easlly De Inecreased to
tweo hutidred agores by the same process. 1
think, with an abulment of the Queéens-

(A4}

Bronx bridge there and facllitles pro-
vided {or reaching the ropdway of this bridge
by means of elevators, all th.s filled in land
now lying waste and useless would be utilised.

While on the subject of brideges I should
lke to point out that the time has come when
we onght to utilize High Bridge for traffie.
This stiructure was hullt for the purpose of'
carry.ng the watsr pipea of the old aguednet
system into the city. Foot passengers hive
plways been aliowed, butl no wheel trafiflc has'
been permitied, because it was figured Thax
the water pipes imposed & sulficient strain
on the bridge. Now that we have the new
aguednot; capable of bringing 350,000,000 gal-
1ohs of water to the clty every day, thete is
longer neod of using the High Bridge
pipes, which can deliver only 05000,000 gal-
long. The city might well, therefore, uss High
Bridge as an avenue for carrying the veltng
of traflic in the upper part of the city, grad-
inz the streets tomeet the grade of the High
Bridge rondway.

Theee ave only & portion of the Improve-
ments that & well directed. jutelligent and
efficient adm nistration of municipsl affairs
would i time goecomplizh,

resting

no

Q0 (ake

X 2=l T will probably be 4 centu-
‘F:_/_ ry or more before New
York takes rank as one
of the beautiful cities of
the world,

Our industrial progress
has been so rapld, our
oppertunities for making
money sograat, that, ke
all new nations, we have
peen wriapped up in the material, paying iittie
ar-ne astention to the artlstic. Ve have bulit
ir Liouses, lald cut our eBtreeis, devised our
Dl isure grounds wholly with an eye to the
ulilitirian, Now, however, we have reached

“at stage whera we denmand something in

1dition to mere comfort. Our art sense, a
sense that Hes dormant in the bréast of EVery
numan being, {3 manlfesting itsell on many
Eldes. Wae have reached that peried In the
HliZe of the nation swhere our materlal wellare
is assured. We have a breathing spell. There
is an end to all questlon of our financigl sue-
cess and stabulity, and we are dolig as a com-
munlty what the indlviduai does when, liav-
lng ‘mained riches, la permlis ‘his -{iiberent
love of the mesthetic to take that place in his

ew Dotk HBeautitul

daity 1ife which his past struggles have mads
impossible.

It is l.ml']g;r within the past fifteen years or
so that this spirit has really manifested ilself,
and wilh each succeeding year il s grow.ng
stronger. You cdn see its development on
every hand, We are no longer satlsfied wilh
the hideous brownstone res.dence siructures
that for generations have been desmed par-
fectly satisfactory 1o
New Yorkers, Thera
has come within
that perlod 8 com-
plete change in our
one  of the wvery first symp-
art regensration of the peo-
of bullding onr rceidences in
Lox-lke hrown rows, we ars
for beautiful houses of marble
and white stone: It i8 nat e renaissance, bul
& new birth. In a few years, comparalively,
¢t will transform our city from & glodmy pile
of brown: stene Into & bright, wwhite, light,
giry and Deautiful elty.
important to the sesthetle improvement of
Lhlis clly as this new arehitecturs, and if It
{3 carrled out for the next twenty-five or fitty

cArtistic

rrchite‘éi‘ure,
toms in the
ple, Instead
flat, hidecus,
o™ polng in

Nothing else la so

veara we will lave mads grept strides in the
direction of creating a ¢ily that is not alone
fvst in the commerclal Ml of the world, Lut
tn art 4z swell. Thate 5 only one danger, and
that 18 that we may overdo it. With true
Amerisan Impulaivensss we ars going from
one extreme Lo the other. From having no
orpamentation at all on our house fronts we
ave loading our newest etructures to the very
¢aves with figures and carvings. Only the
other day I noticed in one of the fine new
houses that ere going up near Ceniral Park
that 4t the very top of the chimnay the arch-
iteet had set a whole row of sculptured bas-
rellefs,

To aid in brinzlng about the beaulification
of the city New York should have a systemn
of museruims and Nbrariss. Y fhink T am safe
in saying that our musenms in Central Park
have had as much to do as anythlng elsa in
ediucating the people gway [rom eonlent-
ment with inartistie surroundings. What we
want now more than anythilng else to keep
up-this work is the ereation of similar, mu-
seums in varlpus narts of the city,

In lge with this ldea would come the nat-

ural beautifying of the city through the eréc-

Gen. L. P. Di

tion of suilable buildings to house these vari-
ous branch collections. 1t is in respect Lo
public bulldings, monumental bulldings, that
New York iz lamentably weak.

We 4re Just beginning to have here a few
imposing monumental structures. It I3 the
comparative abundance of such strticturss in
the great BEurcopean gities that glves them
their véry impozing characier,

Wa are now build-

-_I. thbraries an g lng on ouy ground in
Cantral! Park an ad-

ﬂvfﬂ.&'f:.".").!. dition to the Metrn-

: poiitan  Museum -~ of

Avt that instrates the clasa of buildings

af which I speak. Our new Dbullding will
stanil as = rheaument for many generatlons,
It will add wastly to the tone and charscter
of Fifth avanue. -

The proposed library atl Forty-second street
and Fifth avenue Is anothér such struclure;
the Columbla College group, the Proposed

“Clathedral on Morningside Heights and the

Muscnm of Natural History are otlgprs.
Bmall parks, too, sheuld be mora namerous.

These breathing spots, with plenty of fiowers

in the ®pring and Summer and Autumn,

Cesnola,

saould abound. hey bring mental and phys-
feal vigor, and add 1o the beauty the cits
a hundredfold. Almost inveluntarily the
character of the buildings surrcunding thoss
parks Is improved. Lei suy one who doubts
thizs compare the bulldings that have sprung
upn around the smdll parks cut out in rocent
years in such localities w8 Mulberry Bend.

YWhile on the subject of parks T should like
{g point out one reform which, if earrled out,
w.ll do as muech as zlmost anvthing else in
iripraving the aestlietic appearance of the
city and in elevating the sensg of the peaple.
This reform 15 the woeding out of cur park
statues. There oughi to be a wholesile
cleaning.  In every park in the ¢ty whare we
have statues examples ol outrageous produc-
tions will' be found., They ought Lo come
down at onee, We had practicplly the sames
state of gffairs at the Muzeum. We had an
acceumulation of bad work, which at the time
it was accepted was the best obtainable. As
we secured betier esamples these old-timers
wers  packed_ away In ihe bm{nent. and
thera thay wlil remsaln, at lesst while the
present apthoritize are in control, Every-
thing ocught to be done to increase our supply

af

Director of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art.

and sirong taonuidents 4n'
cily: Paris haa a eolumn

of good
every part of the

statuary

or a fine statue in almost every square, and
Puaris is tu-day the most beautiful ofty on
earth. Her prosperity and progrofs are due

principally to this fact. They have found
that art pays, even In the muterial sense. Al
good cltizens ought to encourage the plicing
of statuary and monuments, and the cltj'
should sec to 1t thit
anly works of a high
standard are accept
s ed, for it is far harden
tix get vid of & bad ax-

ample than it is (o secure a good new exsmjle.,
There should alss Le 4 very keen supers
vision Ly the authorities of new public build-

ings and pulzlc works to make surd that

they are artistic as well as ussful New
York will never be the great city it ghotld
until it Bas o multitude of bridges spanning
the rivers that surroun] Menhatian JTsland
These bLridges will come as suigly as new
paved sireets Imve come. When they do, Jet
them be ornate as well as useful; lot each
offe bie @ mongment of beauly as well a8 &
monument of commerce,
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